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Research Agenda of the Studies of Entrepreneur History
SAWAI Minoru

Present studies of entrepreneur history are requested to explore a new horizon of researches,
responding to the contestation by Philip Scranton who emphasizes the significance of specialty
production in American history of manufacturing as well as inheriting the achievements of orga-
nizational business history mainly promoted by Alfred D. Chandler, Jr.

New studies of entrepreneur history are not the return to the studies of entrepreneur his-
tory before Chandler. We could not proceed with the researches without wrestling with the dif-
ficulties of analyses of cultural and social factors as well as of quantitative analysis, while we
could have the perspectives of generalization and of breaking down into patterns of unique case
studies, avoiding the unfair verdict of the role of individuals in history. In this short essay we
discuss about five research agendas: (i) types of entrepreneurs, (i) historical conditions that sup-
port start-ups and spin-offs, one of driving forces of economic development and dynamics, (i) en-
largement of the concept of ‘innovations’, (iv) how to deal with ‘management principles’, (V) role of
individuals in business history reconsidered.

Discussion of the types of entrepreneurs would be effective tools to generalize the
achievements of interesting case studies. The roles and functions of local leaders of property and
reputation who were keenly interested in the economic development of local communities have
been recently examined, breaking down into types of those people. Changing conditions that
have supported the start-ups and spin-offs, are also an important research topic for the studies
of entrepreneur history. Existence of highly fluid labor market, the growth of supporting indus-
tries within clusters, and formation of networks of entrepreneurs are all formative factors for
historical conditions above-mentioned, as well as the clusters of dealers of machine tools and
tools, consultation to small business by public research institutes.

Decreasing uncertainties in creation of innovations and R&D activities is urgent tasks for
entrepreneurs, establishing a viewpoint that could relativize a present position in a long horizon,
and expanding networks of collaborative researches. According to W. A. Tsutsui, the revised sci-
entific management as a basis appears as so-called ‘Japanese-style management,” wearing a cloth
of paternalism and corporative industrial relations in prewar periods, spiritualism in war time,
human relations and QC activities in postwar decades. The purpose of discounting the expertise
and mastery of distinguished entrepreneurs is not negation of the role of individuals but to con-

firm the scope and limitations of arena in which entrepreneurs could demonstrate.
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