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Harmonization between Ethics and Economy: Is it Possible?

KAGONO Tadao

“Ethics” and “Vitality (profit)” of management are generally considered to be in conflict.
However, many of the outstanding entrepreneurs have preached that it is possible to achieve
both, and (it is said) they have realized it. For example Eiichi Shibusawa, Sazo Idemitsu, and
Kazuo Inamori are proponents of these cornerstones.

One may wonder what they were thinking when it was noted the realizing both ethics
and vitality was possible. To what extent does their performance as entrepreneurs support it?
Furthermore, is such a concept unique to Japan? How can it be assessed internationally?

This article aims to answer these questions, consists of a panel discussion, and there is a
desire to deepen the discussion by entrepreneurs about the role of “management that is healthy
and has vitality.”
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