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Abstract

Self-renewal of the Production Center and Entrepreneurship:

A Study of Arita Porcelain Production Center

by Kozo Yamada

This paper explores self-renewal of regional specialization in the production center on
the basis of a study for Arita porcelain production center in Japan. Arita is the birth-
place of porcelain in Japan. In Arita, a few core porcelain producers, for instance Koran-
sya, Fukagawaseiji, Kakiemon, and Imaemon, have taken the responsibility to refine the
skills and keep its tradition after Meiji Restoration. The others respect the core porce-
lain producers to rule the region as a leader. Arita, which had been the major produc-
tion center of the business tableware, has been in recession due to an economic crisis
and the emergence of imported ceramics in recent years. Arita production center, how-
ever, successfully diversified its product categories and tried to make progress for the
self-renewal of its regional specialization, which were driven by entrepreneurship of a
leading group of the frontier porcelain producers and wholesalers.

This paper insists that the frontier porcelain producers’ and wholesalers’ entre-
preneurship stimulated self-renewal of regional specialization. It also argues that the un-
written competition rule, preventing cut throat competition, served as a catalyst to
keep the region as a porcelain production center alive. Each regional specialization has
been supported by these unwritten rules on the basis of the system of encouraging the
local talent.

L R RN A O & R EREE) (IS 107







